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LEGISLATIVE  NEWS

Abstract of the Daily Proceed
ings of Both Honses

70LD IN A VERY BRIEF FORM

s For,the Convenience of Readers Too

Busy to Read the Journal.

SATURDAY., MAY 4, 1901.

The House met pursuant to
adjournment.

The Speaker in the chair,
following members answered to
their names:

Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Amos
Anderson, Bates, Blair, Blan-
ton. Brown, Burr, Chambers,
Clarke, Close, Crawford, Cor-
bett, Davidson, Davis, Dowd,
Duckworth. Gi 'en, Godfrey,
Gornto, Griggs, Grant, Gunn,
Harvell, Henry, lopkins, Hun-
ter, Jackson, Jacoby, Johnson,
Jones, Koonce, Lee, McEilroy.
McRae of Pasco, McRae of Put-
nam, Osteen, Palmer, Parish-of
Holmes, - Pinholster, Raney,
Raulerson, Redding, Rivers of
Alachua, Rivers of Columbia,

Russell, Shomaker, Sledge,
Smith, Sparkman, Umstead,
Wall, Whaley, Williamsou,

Wilson, Wolfe, Young and Ze-
-wadski—61. -
INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTIONS,

Mr. Palmer of Orange submit-
ted the following:

A Concurrent Resolution re-
lative to the Jacksonville con-
flagration: ‘

Whereas, on the 3d, day of
May, 1901, a disastrous confla-
gration occurred in the city of
Jacksonville, the commercial
gateway and metropolis of our
State; and millions of property
were destroyed and thousands
of her people made homeless.
~ Be'it resolved by the Hon:e of
Representatives of the State
of Florida, the State concur-
ring:

First, That it is with profound
regret that the Legislature has
learned of the extended and
destructive fire and its ravages,
and extends to the people of
Jacksonville its sincere sympa-
thy in this hour of terrible vis-
itation of flumes.

Second, That this resolution
be spread upon the journals and
a certified copy be sent to the

© Mayor of Jacksonville.

Adopted.

IntropuceTioN or BILLs.

By Mr. Brown, H B No. 354:
To repeal an act entitled an act
to provide for the regulation of
railroad schedules, freights, ex-
press, sleeping car and passen-
gers tariffs and building of
freight and passenger depots in
this State; to prevent unjust
diserimination in the rates
charged for the transportation
of passengers and freight, and
to prohibit railroad companies,
corporations, persons and all
common carriers in this State
from charging other than just
and reascuable rates, and to en-
force the same;and to prescribe
a mode of procedure and rules
of evidence in relation thereto;
and to provide for the appoint-
ment and election of commis-
sioners, and to prescribe their
duties and powers, approved
May 8, 1897, and to repeal all

acts revising and amendatory |

thereof; referred to Committee
en Railroads and Telegraphs.
By Mr. Lee, (by request), H
B No 355: To authorize sher-
iffs and other peace officers
to arrest persons on Sunday,
with or withont warrants; re-
ferred to Committee on Judicia-

ry. .
By Mr. Williamson, H B No
856: To anthorize the town of
Clearwater to issue bonds for the
purpose of parchasing a site,
erecting and maintaing a pub-
lic school -Building thereon,
referred to Committee on City
nization.
By Mr. Crawiord, H B No

357: To provide for the plant-
. Ing of suitableshade trees along
i the public roads and highways

of t-ile State of Florida. referred

Roads and Highways.

- By Mr. Osteen, H B No 358:
Act to repeal Sections of the
Revised Statutes of the State of
Florida relating to the State
Board of *Health, referred to
Committee on Public Health.

H B No 193: For the preser-
vation of wild deer, birds and
other game, and to prescribe
the time within which they may
be hunted, and preseribing a
penalty for any violation there-
of. Passed.

BiLLS PASSED.

S B No 8: To amend Sec-
tions-1. 2 and 3 of Chapter
4774, Laws of Florida, being
an act to provide for working,
repairing and maintaining the
public roads aud bridges 1n Le-
vy county by contracts, and to
provide penalties for failure
thereof. Passed. _ ‘

S B No 171: To extend the
time for the building and com-
pletion of the South American

and International Railroad.
Passed.
Adjourned.

SENATE, MAY 6. .
Senate met pursnant to adjourn-
ment Mr. .Crill, the President, pro
tem., m the chair. The following
Senators answred to their names:
Messrs.  Adams, Baker, Blitch,
Jroome, Butler, Carson, Cottrell,
Crews, Cnill, Kirk, Law, Miller,
MecCaskill, McCreary, Neel,0’Brien,
Whidden, Sams, Wilson of 7th and
Wadsworth—20.
Introduction of Resolutions.
By Mr. Sams: S, R. No. 22:
Whereas, the Senate of the State of
Florida has heard with profound
sorrow of the disastrous fire that oec-
curred “in the city of Jacksonville
on Friday last, causing the loss of
millions of dollars’ worth of prop-
erty and making homeless about ten
thousandsof its citizens, whose con-
dition was such as to cause an ap-
peal to be made for assistance; and
Whereas, the Senate not being in
session when - the . appeal. .reached
Tallahassee; several of the Senators
called upon the Governor and urged

" | that he place the sum of $20,000 at

the disposal of a relief committee
for immediate use, stating that the
Tegislature would undoubtedly en-
dorse such action of the Chief Exe-
cutive: therefore, be it

Resolved, That the action of the
Senators requesting the Governor
to send $20,000 to Jacksonviile for
nmedis e is hereby “endersed
and approved by this body.

Resolved, Turther, That these res-
olutions b spread upon the Journal
of this hody.

Adopted .

introduction of Bills.

By Mr. O’Brien: S. B. No. 222:
To appropriate $20,000 for the re-
lief of the city of Jacksonville.
tules waived and passed.

Jv Mr. Miller: S. B. No. 223:
To amend Chapter 4876, Laws of
Florida, entitled an act to incorpor-
ate the town of*Vernon, in Washing-
ton county, Florida, and to provide
for the election of municipal officers.
tules waived and passed.

By Mr. McCreary: S. B. No. 224:
To provide for the participation of
the State of Florida in the South
(farilina and West Indian Exposi-
tien, and making an appropriation-
therefor. Referred to Committee
on Appropriations.

H=e

By Mr. Kirk: S. B. No. 225: To!

extend the time for comencing work
on tfe Western Peninsular Rail-
Company, and to extend the term of
its completion and securing and con-
firming to said company all its
rights, grants and privileges here-
tofore granted, and giving to said
company thé right to change its
Southern terminus. Referred to
Committee on Railroads. :

By Mr. McCaskill : S. B. No. 226:
To amend Section 13, Chapter 4132,
| Laws of Florida, relating to teach-
ers’ examination. Referred to Com-
mittee on Education. ‘

By Mr. Butler: S. B. No. 227:
To prohibit the transportation for
sale of food fish caught from waters
in Lake county, beyond the limits of
said ecounty ; and to fix aipenalty for
the violation thereof. Referred to
 the Committee on Fisheries.

By Mr. Carson: S. B. No. 228:
Authorizing the appointment of
sheep inspectors, and defining the
duties of such inspectors. Referred
to Committee on Judiciary.

By Mr. Wilson-of 7th: S. B. No.
229 : Making appropriations for the
purchase by the State Board of Ed-
ucation of the grounds, buildings

Continucdon Eighth Page.
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to the Committee on Public|

Resolutions of Re
The following rese
respect on the deatl
tant-General Patrick B
were passed by the Sex
House of Representatives’
ring their session of May T, 1¢

SENATE RESOLUTIO 8,
~ Mr. Broome, Chairman of the
Special Committee appointed To
draft suitable resolutions- of
respect on the death of Adju-
tant-General Patrick Houstoumn,

submitted the following repors: §{

Senate Chamber, -
Tallahassee, Fla., May 7,-1901,"
Hon. Thomas Paimer, =~
President of the Senatﬂ;_,é
Sir—Your Committee to drafs:
suitable resolntions expressive’
of thesenseof the Senate inref-
erence to the death of Adjutant-
General P. Houstoun, present]
the following: ‘ ‘

Whereas, it has pleased Al-
mighty God to remove “from us]
by death General P. Houstoun,]
Adjutant-General of the State.
and a distinguished citizen; and]

Whereas, it is proper that the
Senate should give some public]
expression of its feelings and:
sympathies on so mournful an
occasion: Therefore, beit

{nal of the House, a copy du
41y c«nrolled be delivered by
$the Chief Clerk to the family of

ftoun, and thatasa further mark

| j{)llowing l'el,ort:
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resolutions

>e ~spread upon the Jour-

be late General Patrick Hous-

fof respect to his memory this
i House do stand adjourned until |
9 o’clock to-morrow morning.
e S. EMMET WOLFE,
 JOHN P WALL,
JOHN G. McGIFFIN,

Committee.

-

: Report on Streets.

: ‘ Tallahassee, Fla., May 9, 1901.
gion. Frank W. Armstrong-
s resident City Council of Tal,
Hah-ssee. Tallahassee, Florida.
S. — Your Committee on

Sireets begs leave to make the

¥ For a month and a half last
past, the Chairman of this Com-
mittee has employed Mr. J. W,
 Bushnell, an engineer of great
ability and energy a: a salary of
$40.00 per month to do the en-
(gineering work of the city with
'the expectation of requesting
the Council to appoint him as

>

Resclved, That we tender our
deepest sympathies to the fami”
ly in this, the hour of th
great Dbereavemens, with ;
hope that they may receive
solation in the knowledge
the character and virtues o
deceased were fully known
properly . appreciated -
fellow-citizens. ]

Be it fnrther resolved, Th:
by thedeath of Gen. Houstor
the State has been deprived:
one of her most useful, exe
plary and public-spirited -ci
zens, one whose public and
vate virtures are worthy of res
pect and emulation; and if 't
love one’s country, to obey its
laws, to-defend its rights, and
to labor in the promotion of
interests-be deserving: of padl
commendation, then do we
award him our praise, for he
possesses these virtues in which
both the public officer and the
private citizen are absolutely
necessary for the preservation
of our republican institations
and the success of popular gov-
ernment.

Be it Turther resolved, That
the Secretary be requested to
transmit a copy of the resolu-
tions to.the family of the de-
ceased. Very respectfully,
| JAMES E. BROOME,

Bmost economical plan to pursue

PHLI0 expenise.

| which has been accomplished,

City Engineer, if we shonld dis-
cover that the value of his ser-
vice should justify such aection
R our part.

After a conference with Mr.
ashnell, we decided that the

lative to working the streets
puld be to take one street and
ncentrate the most of our
me and energy upon grading
in such manner as to make

g8 work out of it. It is not a
girt of our plan’ to absolntely
iglect the work on the other
feets, for we fully realize that
gh a scheme would be thor
gghly impractical. But we
:t0 -do all necessary work
dther streets at the least pos-
In .pursnance of the above
mentioned  plan, we selected
Monroe :zireet, the Broadway
of Tallahassee, as the one upon
which to begin our operations.
With the limited force at our
disposal and by reason of the
crndeness of onr appliances for
working, we have been able to
make headway, but slowly.
The work has progressed as far
south on Monroe street as the
Hirschberg residence, and that,

is'still in an embryotic state, but

distance of a block on each side
of the north end of Monroe
street, except the sidewalk
abutting the property of Mr.
Jno. S. Winthrop, which al-
ready has been curbed with
stone in a very substantial man-
ner according to the official
grade lines made by this gentle-
man under the direction of Capt.
Bushnell.  Our- objeet is to
make a model block of it so that
it may serve as an educator to
tie other abutting property
owners of the city. It is need-
less to say.that as long as the
material with which a sidewalk
is curbed endures, it will need
practically no further work
upon it. In our judgment we
have adopted the proper man-
ner of handling the sidewalk
question. We have some diffi-
culty at times in persuading the
abutting property owner to ful-
fi!l the requirements of the Com-
mittee, but we hope to arouse
such general enthusiasm. and
interest in our work that the
people, seeing the wisdom of
our course and the reasonable-
ness of our demands, will gladly
co-operate with us in our street
work. In ecase any abutting
property owner should deeline
to properly grade and curb his
sidewalk, it will be our duty to
avail ourselves of the provis-
ions of Chapter XV1II of the
laws and ordinances of the city
of Tallahassee. Thus we will
state in this connegtion that it
is essential, if onr street work
is to have the permanency here-
inbefgre deseribed, that the
sidewalks should be curbed as
the work progresses. Wooden
curbing can be used at a rela-
tively small expeuse by each
abutting property owner, and
will last about ten years if first-;
class, all heart, lamber is used.
We have no intention of dis-
tarbing any curbing of a per-
manent character that has al-
ready been put in. even thongh
it should not conform to official
grade lines. While the reform
regarding sidewalks, sugeested
by us, may appear to some

members of the Council as be- |-

ing somewhat radical, we think
that upon a careful considera-|
tion of the subject they will con-|
clade that 1% is proper. If
it be true reformation should|
be accomplished at some time,
when, may we ask. is it to tuke |
place, if not now? If each Conn- |
cil throws the responsibility
upon its suceessor, when will|
the work be done? We are of

AGAINST THE SYSTEM

Of Leasing State Convicts te
Mine Phosphates

A HONSTER PETITION FILED

By Citizens of all Classes Avking for
a Change,

e —

The following petition has
been presented to the Legis-
lature, being introduced in the
House by Mr. Jackson of Cit-
rus:

To the Honorable Senators
and Representatives in the Leg-
islature of Florida, Session of

1901: The wundersigned, who
are principally persons, firms
and corporations engaged in

the phosphate industry in this
State,and who employ free labor
in their business, desire to state
to your honorable -bodyv some
reasons why the employment of
conviet labor in the phosphate
business in this State should
cease,

We assert that the present
depressed condition of the trade
1s due principally, if not solely,
to the fact that large numbers

of the State convicts are held

under lease by certain miners
of phosphate rock and kept con-
stantly employed, under neces-
sity of keeping said convicts at
work in producing rock, with-
out regard to the condition of
the market, or its effect in de-
pressing prices. In this way.
one of the greatest industries of
our State is Kept in a languish-
ing state, and our citizens who
have invested in the aggragate
millions of dollars incthis branch
of industry have already sus-
taihed enormous losses, and are
threatened with still further
disaster.

We assign the following reas:
ons for making such a change
in the present system as will ex-
clude the employment of State
conviets in phosphate mining,
to-wit: ‘

1. That cpraetically all th
cruelty and inhumanity incident
to the leasing of conviets aad
their employment has been de-
veloped at the phosphate mines.

2. A proper regard for hu-

when completed will, in our
judgment, be as fine a piece of
street work and as permanent

Chairman of Committee,

Bl

the opinion thatnow is as good | Manity requires that these con-
atimeas any for the reform|Victs should not be placed, es-
movement to be inangnrated. | Pecially durigg certain months

tand upright statesman, the

Mr. Wolfe of Escambia,
Chairman of the Committee to
draft suitable resolutions rela-
tive to the death of General
Houstoun, submitted the follow-
ing report:

Whereas; Death, the silent
reaper, on the 6th day of May,

1901; at Tallahasse, Florida.
garnered for the harvest of

glory above the form of Gener-
al Patrick Houstoun, Adjn-
tant-General of the State of
Florida, and, ‘

Whereas; General Houstonn
for nearly a half century has
been prominent in the éivil and
military life of ‘this Staté as a
soldier of the Confederacy, the
President of the Florida State
Senate during two sessions of
the Legislature, and for the last
eight years of his life Adjutant
General of the State of Florida,
and -

Whereas, In all the relations
of life, both as a private citizen,
a soldier and a statesman, he al-
ways exhibited the qualities
that should distinguish- true
manhood in its perfection.

Therefore be it resolved by
the .House of Representatives
of the State of Florida:

1. That the members of this
bodyihave learned with deep re-
gret .pf the death of General
Houstpun, by which unhappy
event the State has lost a pure

county of Leon a valuable citi-
zen and his family and friends
a loving father and companion.
. 2. That we tender to the
family 'of - General Houstoun

our sincere sympathy in|of February and March, I in-
their hour of deep sorrow, and|structed Mr. Bushnell to order

as could be accomplished with-
out the use of stone, brick or
asphalt. We have been advis-
ed by Mr. Bushnell that for five
years scarcely no work will be
necessary upon it, and even af-
ter the expiration of that time
the work required will be in-
significant. ‘

It was the intention of former
street committees to have a
6-foot grass plot or quasi park
in the centre of a portion of
Monroe street. It is- our pur-
pose to carry out their intention

We will go further and say that|
it is preemirently the proper;
time, nowv that/the capital is to |
remain here for all time and to,
be greatly enlarged{ now that
our railroad facilities are to be
increased and increased in emi-
gration invited \\;iﬂli]l our bor- |
ders. We certainly onght to be |
able to show to all those, who
desire to cast their lot among
us, streets and sidewalks well
adapted to travel of all kinds. |

Therefore, believing 1t to be |
to the bestinterests of the peo- |

as far as we can, aside from]
the ornamental feature of the:
plan, which will add greatly to,
the natural beauty of the street,
the great economy of it is evi- }
dent when we consider how
much the surface to be graded
and kept in condition is lessen-
ed. :

Many and loud have been the
complaints that have come to
the ears of the Council, relative
to the condition of the side-
walks in many portions of the
city. In recognition of the jus-
tice of these complaints and the
necessity of systematic, but con-
servative reform in -this - djrec-
tion, we have adopted a plan,
subjeet, however, as a matter of
course, to change, if it meets
with the disapproval of the
Council. Our plan, as adopted,
is to have sidewalks properly
graded and curbed, as the work
of grading on each street pro-

s. Having lacked about
553, .00’ of using two-twelfths of
the street appropriation for this
fiscal year during the months

ple of Tallahassee. .we hereby
recommend that Mr. J. .|
Bushnell be appointed city en- |
gineer, provided his service can
be secured at a salary which the
city is able to pay. .- :
Josern EpMoxpson,
Chairman Street Committee.

Working 24 Hours a Day.

There’s no rest for those tireless little
workers—Dr. King’s New Life Pills,
Millions are always busy, caring Torpid
Liver, Jaundice, Billiousncgs. Fever and
Ague. They banith Sick Headache.
drive out Malaria. Never gripe or
weaken. Small, taste- nice, work won-
ders. Try them.

CONFIRMED BY THE SENATE.®

The Senate, in executive session,
confirmed the following appointments
sent in by the Governor for their ap-
proval:

Hon. Chas. B. Parkhill, to be City
Attorney at Pensacola; Judge A. C.
Blount, to be Judgé of the Criminal
Court of Recora, and Hon. J. Walter
Kehoe, to be State’s Attorney for the
First Judicial Circuit.

25c at all druggists.

An Uncertain Disease.
There is no disease more uncertsin in iis
:.hltnrethmdy?}epn.t.'Phnihumny;hn
e ptoms of no casey agr t i
thet:fyrﬁmoddiﬁeultotomak‘eg’:&m:
diagnosis. No matier how severe, or .

commend them to the care of

'the Divine Comforter who will

a sufficient quantity of lumber

to curb the 'sidewalks for the'.

hat disgui attacka you, B
Tron Bitiers will cure 1t Invatoable a ol
| lood nerves,

of the year, in phosphate pits,
where they are compelled to en-
are hardships, which are well-
nigh insurportable.
3. Any system of dealing with
the State conviets should not be
permitted to continue which

| corcentrates in one locality of

the State such a large mass of
conviet labor in competion with
free labor. Weask von to look
at the results of this iy the hard-
rock phosphate belt. ~ Thesmall
retall merchant has heen practi-
cally driven out of ousiness:
free labor is disoreanized, and
the general condition of husiness
as a result of the employment of
these convicts in  the mines, is
worse than it has ever been in
this section of the State.

4. Some system shonld be de-

ivised for the employment ol
{ these convicts, if they are to be

leased at all, over the State gen-
erally, so as to prevent concen-
tration of the evils and minim-
ize the bad results as much as
possible. .

5. The system of hiring con-
victs, whether State or county,
o persons engaged in suck in-
dustries as the phosphate bus-
iness, is a vitious one. If you
will investigate the condition of
affairs-in Alachua, Marion and
Citrus counties, where Such
systém is in operation, you will
find that there are gross abuses.
such as bringing false charges
against laboring men for the
purpose of forcing them into
the convict camps, continual
friction between the employers
of convicts and those of free la-
bor, and interference by the for-
| mer to the detriment of the lat-
ter in the employment of labor.

- Continued on Eighth Paze.‘
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